
On September 13, 2016, 
North York Arts announced 
its incorporation and 
inaugural Board of Directors 
at our Annual General 
Meeting. North York Arts 

celebrates its 5th anniversary of bringing art 
and community together in North York.

North York Arts was founded as a strategic 
initiative of the Toronto Arts Foundation in 2011, 
as part of their vision for a Creative City: Block 
by Block. North York Arts is one of six Local Arts 
Service Organizations in the City of Toronto, with 
an aim to celebrate and foster arts programming 
outside of the downtown core.

“We are so grateful to the Toronto Arts 
Foundation for their leadership and support 
during our incubation phase,” said Lila Karim, 
Executive Director, North York Arts. “Being a 
part of the Toronto Arts Foundation allowed us 
to establish our organization from the ground 
up, foster new relationships with artists and 
arts organizations in North York and evolve 
as a champion and leader in the Toronto arts 
community.”

“North York Arts’ accomplishments in these 
five formative years are impressive: strong 
partnerships, signature events, engagement 
with a broad spectrum of artists in North York 

and now a fully committed Board of Directors. 
Congratulations! We couldn’t be more proud,” 
said Claire Hopkinson, Director and CEO, 
Toronto Arts Foundation. “Kudos to Councillor 
John Filion who inspired us to launch North 
York Arts and to the strong team who have 
flourished under the leadership of Lila Karim.”

“North York Arts has great plans and initiatives 
for the next phase of growth as an organization. 
Joining us are new board members that share 
in our vision for the future of North York Arts, 
as a place where art and community connect 
outside the downtown core of Toronto,” said 
Christine Harris, Chair, Board of Directors. “We 
look forward to developing more partnerships 
and opportunities with all of our community 
stakeholders.”

Let’s celebrate this achievement together! Join 
us at North York Arts’ 5th Anniversary Event, 
showcasing local talent in music, dance and 
film at the Toronto Centre for the Arts, and the 
public closing event of the City of Toronto’s 
Cultural Hotspot North.

Toronto Centre for the Arts 
5040 Yonge Street 
October 28, 2016, 4:00-8:00

RSVP to ely@northyorkarts.org.
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North York Arts 
STATS
We’ve enhanced our city by 
bringing art and community 
together throughout North 
York. Since 2011, North York 
Arts has and continues to 
achieve the following:

110 partnerships 
developed

243 local artists and 
performers engaged

5,091 volunteer hours

89 programs, events and 
workshops produced

101,021 community 
members attended and 
participated in programs 
and events

519 volunteers



As the summer turns to autumn, we are pleased 
to share with you the great successes of Arts in 
the Parks. With over 138 artistic animations of 
parks through our featured events across the 
city – from as far north as Rexdale in Etobicoke, 
to south in the Toronto Music Garden at the 
waterfront – Arts in the Parks has delighted 
diverse audiences of all ages in a wide variety 
of artistic disciplines including visual arts, music 
concerts, theatre performances, art-making 
workshops and more. 

We want to take this opportunity to thank 
the many individuals involved in Arts in the 
Parks: our 2016 team of Arts in the Parks 
Ambassadors who put in a combined total 
of over 750 hours of volunteer work in the 33 
featured parks, the community organizations 
that partnered with us throughout the summer 
to engage local audiences, the artists for their 
creativity, and our partners on the Arts in the 
Parks initiative: Toronto Arts Council, City of 
Toronto and Park People. 

A special thank you to the generous sponsors 
from the Mayor’s Evening for the Arts and the 
devoted Toronto Arts Foundation donors for 
making this happen! We could not have done it 
without you.

A carnival close-up with Calypso and Soca 
music in Little Roads Park by Cajuca Mas Arts 
Producers. Photo by Sean Howard.

Giant puppets, mask, dance, and live music at Wincott Park by Clay and Paper Theatre. Photo by 
Tamara Romanchuk.

Community-concert band at the Applewood 
House Gardens in Broadacres Park by Etobicoke 
Community Concert Band. Photo by Sean Howard.

A week-long series of workshops in Alexmuir Park by Shadowland Theatre. Photo by Sean Howard.

ARTS IN THE PARKS 
2016 REACHES OVER 
32,000 PEOPLE 

An old-time carnival show, The Cavalcade of 
Marvels at Panorama Park by Eldritch Theatre. 
Photo by Sean Howard.



East End Arts has enjoyed a busy summer in the 
community with the Art of the Danforth festival, 
an ASL Storytelling Language workshop, a 
Music Grant Info Session with Toronto Arts 
Council, and a new mural on Linsmore Tavern 
by artist Jim Bravo.

The Coxwell Laneway Mosaic Mural has 
been created on the large concrete wall that 
wraps around the Coxwell TTC Station. This 
community project, informed by neighbourhood 
consultations, was designed by lead artist 
Cristina Delago, and created with the assistance 
of emerging artist trainees and community 

volunteers. The mural celebrates the life and 
spirit of the community. Partners on this project 
included StreetART Toronto, TTC, The Toronto 
Parking Authority, City of Toronto, Councillor 
Janet Davis and the many donors who 
contributed generously to the project.

Stay up to date on arts-related and community 
events and read more at eastendarts.ca. 
eastendarts.ca

Photo: Coxwell Laneway Mural Project in 
process with the help of generous supporters 
and volunteers.

CREATIVE POTLUCK
At Neighbourhood Arts Network, we are providing a fresh new 
approach to sharing our Arts & Equity Toolkit, with a series of creative, 
art-based videos being created by artist, Meredith Stapon. The intent 
of this series is to artistically convey the Five Equity Principles and 
make them easy to understand and to work towards deeper equity in 
the community arts sector. 

We are also continuing our series, Making a Living Making Art with 
a workshop in October, that will be geared towards professional 
development of arts-based organizations. Stay tuned for more exciting 
news on how Neighbourhood Arts Network will continue to serve the 
community-engaged arts sector!

Read more at neighbourhoodartsnetwork.org.

Photo: Creative Potluck, Music in the East End. Photo by Kat Rizza.



Claire Hopkinson 
DIRECTOR & CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathleen Sharpe, Chair
Susan Crocker, Past Chair
Andrew Walker, Secretary
Harold Chmara, Treasurer
Nova Bhattacharya
Andréa Callà
Neera Chopra
Maureen Dodig
Dilshad Hassen
Hasan Makansi
John D. McKellar, C.M., Q.C.
Richard Paquet

DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Diana Bennett

For more information and to make a donation to the 
Toronto Arts Foundation, please contact:  
Michelle Yeung | x214 | Michelle@TorontoArts.org 
Help us be environmentally friendly by subscribing to 
email communications.

CREATIVE CITY CIRCLE
$20,000+
Cheryl & Manuel Buchwald
Susan Crocker & John Hunkin
Katherine Rawlinson

$15,000+
Arthur Dalfen

$5,000+
Martha Burns & Paul Gross
Randy Dalton
John and Raphaela Dunlap
Margaret & Jim Fleck
Richard Paquet & Elizabeth Pizzinato
Sandra & Jim Pitblado

GROUNDBREAKERS
$1,000+
Anonymous
David Angelo
Avie Bennett
Jill Black
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen
Harold Chmara
Neera Chopra
Cieslok Media
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Jennifer Green† & Arda Ilgazli
Claire Hopkinson*† & Victor Fritz
Jackman Foundation
Ms. Diana Bennett &  

Mr. Spencer Lanthier*
Micheline McKay
Don & Jane Moffat*
Jack Ross
Kathleen Sharpe
Bulmash-Siegel Fund
Michelle Yeung† & Michael Minchella

SUPPORTERS
up to $999
A Joel Adelstein*
Andrea Alexander
Angie Aranda†

Curtis Barlow
John Beckwith*
Anna Belayev
Anne Bermonte
Nova Bhattacharya & Mark Hammond
Jeff Billard
Joseph Borowiec
Arden & Bill Broadhurst
Butterfield Family Foundation
Janet Carding
Margo Charlton†

Dylan Cohen
Joseph Connolly
Shawna Cotton
Danforth Brewery
Douglas A. C. Davis
Janet Davis
Jane M. Deluzio
Diamond and Schmitt Architects Inc
S. Dimitrakopoulos
Gino Falconi
Melissa Foster
Sheila Foster
Nathan Gilbert
Jenny Ginder
David Graham
Christine Nicole Harris
Dilshad Hassen
Peter Herrndorf & Eva Czigler
Rita Ho
Ruth E. Hood
Joy Hughes
Astrid Janson
Natalie Kaiser† & Steven Richter
Armen Karapetyan†

Lila Karim†

Shawn Kerwin
Hyesoo Kim
Korean Dance Studies Society of Canada
Suzy Lake
Susan Lappin
Wayne Leadbeater
Chris Lorway & John Austin
Jennifer MacLachlan
Jason Maghanoy

Afarin Mansouri
Don & Jane Moffat
Vivien Moore 
Melanie Morris
Phillip Nimmons
Tanay Oleksuik†

Jay Paleja
Michelle Parson*†

Francesca Perez†

Dianne Phan
Ely Rosenblum†

Cindy Rozeboom†

Edvard Ryder
Taryn Sarkozi
David Silcox & Linda Intaschi*
Jerry Silverberg
Jini Stolk 
Jacqui Strachan
Nance Ta
Peter Tabuns
Moyez G. Vassanji
The Zeelie-Varga Family
Andrew & Heela Walker
Cindy Wan
Whole Foods Market
Mark Wrogemann
Elizabeth Wilson
Susan Wright*† & John Sankey
Joyce & Fred Zemans
In honour of my brother Karl
In honour of Louise Andrews
In memory of Garry Bowers
In honour of John Kenneth Daly
In honour of Maisie Fuss
In honour of Cathy Joslin
In honour of Lawrence Kolasa
In honour of Laurie, Chantel & Gavin 
In honour of Clara Lou
In honour of Lise Olds
In honour of Eleanor Ryan
In honour of The Vogls

Our donors are pacesetters for Creative City: Block by Block.  
Thank you for your generous annual donations, for believing in our initiatives 
and the transformative social and economic benefits of the arts. Toronto Arts 
Foundation is very grateful for your generosity and support.

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION

200-26 Grand Trunk Crescent 
Toronto, Ontario  M5J 3A9
t. 416.392.6802
f. 416.392.6920
TorontoArtsFoundation.org

Toronto Arts Foundation would like to thank all 
our wonderful Board Members and volunteers for 
their support and countless hours of service to our 
organization. We appreciate all that you do!

* 10 years of giving or more. † Staff member. 
Recognition as of June 15. 2016.  
Please contact Michelle Yeung to change your 
recognition at x214 or michelle@torontoarts.org

For information on tables, sponsorship and tickets contact: Karen I. Miller, Fundraising Director
416.224.9990   |   kim.inc@kimfundraising.com

JOIN US 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2016

PRESENTED BY

Toronto Mayor John Tory is graciously lending the name of the Office of the 
Mayor to help raise $1.5 million in support of Toronto Arts Foundation’s new 
initiative Arts in the Parks.


